Friday, November 21, 2003

Psalms 73:1 - 77:20

Is there one of us that has not at one time or another thought, “I wish I had the money that so-and-so does” or “Lord, Pleeeeze trust me with a million dollars. I promise I won’t mess it up!”  For most of us these are passing thoughts or only half-serious requests. The writer of Psalm 73 confesses that he also has had those thoughts. He says, “My feet came close to stumbling, My steps ﻿had almost slipped. For I was ﻿envious of the ﻿﻿arrogant as I saw the ﻿prosperity of the wicked.” But then the writer realizes the blessing that he has that those who are both wealthy and wicked lack. St. Paul said, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (Philippians 4:12)﻿ 


Being wealthy is certainly no sin, and we would all be considered very wealthy compared to most of the world’s population, but too often we are tempted to make wealth the source of our contentment, our confidence. God is too often set back as a secondary defense line behind a large bank account or high position or power over others. It is a comfort to see St. Paul say that he had “learned” to be content. It tells us that depending on God’s strength as THE source of comfort and contentment was not an automatic feeling for him either. But he did learn. In the book of Romans Paul went so far as to say that everything he had was garbage in comparison to the joy of knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord. (Philippians 3:8)  
